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THE AUXILIARY SYSTEM. 


The Constitution of the American Baptist Home Mievion Society contains 
for an auxiliary relation with others of a more local character. As 
all similar $ocieties, in the infancy of their history, various mod ifications in the de- 
tails of their auxiliary operations have been fi ys po but the experience of 
everal years, aided by the counsels of brethren in different port ions of the country, 
has enabled the Executive Committee 10 adapt those operations to the various 
0-operation in Home Nicaions throughout (hn Gnnonnnatinn. 
= Sm ny ſeatures of our auxiliary system : 


CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 4 


« ARTICLE 7. Any tist Missionary Society may become auxiliary, by agreeing 
nog b6 ns Bo this Society the whale of its ws fac, 06 OG 
Corresponding Secretary « copy of its constitution naval reports, men- 

att Os eames of he wlotonpth, Lal the falls of thaie eperationa.* 

Remarks. —This article applies to any State Convention, General Azzsociation, or 

other body having in view the management or superintendence of 
and, alt it requires the surplus funds of the body applying, in order to become 
auxiliary, t vr pony pcm ur avenge mage" 1 auxiliary relation, If an 


__—_ all its funds within its own limits, it is 
#umed vantageously d the work of missions is 
Eien EnnEET: 


Society. But if, after appropriating what pmpr_ns 
their own state or district, « balance remain in their treasury, it is 


«* AntTicLs 8. Every auxiliary aociety who agree to pay the whole of its funds 
this "als bo enticed! 2 missionary or — labor in such 
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* Anricte 9. The officers of auxiliary societies shall be ex-officio directors of this 
Society, and their members «hall be members of this Seciety.” 
Comment upon this article is unnecensary. 


FINANCIAL OPERATIONS. 


I. The Constitution of the Society contains three restrictions on the Executive Com- 
mittee in the disposal of finds. First, in the 5th article, requiring © that all muneys 
contributed for any specific purpose hall be faithfully applied only to that particular 

ject.” Second, in the 8th article, which has already been mentioned ; and third, 

is i plied in the 2d article, to expend the funds © to promote the preaching of the 
goopel in North America.” With these restrictiors the whole amount of the Society's 

are aubject to the disposal of the Executive Committee, who, having the whole 
field before them, will always endeavor to distribute them ns the necessities of the 
different portions of that field demand. 

2. Their rule of action is, to give no prospective pledges of general appropriations, 
but ** as far as the means of the Society will allow, all requests from auxiliaries shell 
be granted (having respect to a fair division of funds among the »tates, and providing 
- for the contingencies in the 5th and 8th articles of the Coostitution) for the aid of min- , 

isters, churches, or destitute places.” 

3. In determining what is n fair divigion of funds, the ability of the auxiliary to | 

its own destitution, and the adrancd-of the missionary spirit among them, are 
en into consideration. : | 

4. For the collection of funds the Society is dependent upon the voluntary contriba- 
tions of individuals, churches, and other bodies, either auxiliary or otherwise ; but its 
chief dependence is found to rest on its own Collecting Agents, who, in general, are 
efficient, not only in obtaining #ubscriptions, but also in exciting activity in the auxilia- , 
ries, and greatly aiding their agents when they employ them. 

5. As a general rule, all agents appointed and paid by the Society, are required to 

the funds collected in our Treasury, or that of the State Convention where the 

.are made, at the direction of the Committee on Agencies and Finance. But 

In all the latter cases, the amount so deposited is #ubject to the order of the Executive 
Committee, for the support of the Society's missionaries in those states, to the &mount e 


voy qr rho that purpose, and the surplus, if any, for general pu 


rposes. 
this arrangement two objects are contemplated. First, to avoid the risk and 
exchanges frequently arising on the transmission of funds from distant States. And, 
_— to render the payment of snlaries convenient to the missionaries. ) 
T. are two claases of auxiliaries, viz: those which sustain domestic misgions 
within their,own borders, and aid the Society in addition by their eurplus funds and 
extra contributions ; and those which, in conducting such mi«sions, are aided by the 


8. In general, the funds of auxiliaries of the first class are collected and paid into 
their treaeury by their own agents, or primary gocieties, and the 5u transmitted 
toours by their treazurer. But frequently our agents are encou to make extra 
eellections within their boundaries; in which case the amount collected is paid directly 
into our treasury. 

9. All extrs contributions, obtained in any way within the borders of «uch auxilia- 
ries will be, if degired by the auxiliary, pazeed to the credit of the donor, through the 


10. Extra efforts to obtain funds for general purposes are #eldom made within the 
borders of auxiliaries of the second class ; but when made, the zame course can be 
taken in giving credit for funds obtained. 

H. In certain cascs, if an auxiliary having missionaries of their own to gustain, 
devire the aid of an agent of the Society in collecting funds in their state, an arrange- 
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APPENDIT, 


CO-OPERATION OF AUXILIARIES. 


]. Itis expected that our auxiliaries will, as far as they are able, 
domestic mis$ionary operations within the territory they occupy. If, however, 
they are unable to extend those operations as far as their necessities the So- 
ciety holds itself in readiness to aid them according to its ability, —baving reference to 
the neceesities of other — or portions of the country. In cages it 4s 


op phe ; und (unless ag are made by the 

Denis Committee ) ng beads tho 
Committee, from other places; that they will direct and $uperintend the labors of all 
the Society's Missionaries. 50 far as not to contravene the instructions of the aq 1 
Committee ; and advise the Committee, annually, respecting the appointment or 
appointment, eld, «alary, &c. of al) missionaries eustained by the Ss hal 
ritory previous to the expiration of their appointment. lg aan > 
notion of all mininters who would be veel as miaxionaries or agents, and OS 

being employed as such. and all dentitute places within chele bendon mcntiins 
attention ; furnish an annual report of ail their proceedings, the amount and expense 
of missionary labor ormed under their exclusive direction, the names of their mis- 
sionaries, fields of , and all «uch information as they possess to facilitate the dogigns 
of the Society. 

2. All missionaries appointed by the Executive Committee are expected to _ 
and report according to the instructions given them from time to time, directly to the 
Corresponding Secreta Those appointed to labor within the boundaries of an aux- 
Goo will be placed rpc hi its direction and superintendence as before _ They 
will also report to their Board of Managers, and furnish them « copy of the reports 
made to the Corresponding Secretary of the parent $0ciety as often as they require. 


APPLICATIONS FOR AID. ; 


INFORMATION KEQUIRED. 


All applications for our aid should be accompanied with information on the following 

points :— 
yFOR ONE CHURCH. 

The name of the Church to be upplied ; the town, settlement or village, n_ 
and State in which it is Situated; the -office address of the correspondent ; the 
extimated number of inhabitants in the village or settlement; the number of 
cents in the Church; the average number of attendants of all claceoe and ages at 
public worsbip on Sundays; the name (in full) of the minister ; his 
address ; his age; the number of his family (if he have one dependent on kim for 
enpport ; whether heis regularly ordained, or a licentiate ; date when it is desir 
able bis appointment should commencs; the portion of time he is to devote to them ; 


Fl 


portion whi erent ar? oo es ypc, 2. FyarR | ay ponds. 
that will svffice from the Society for the came period ; whether there is another 
tist and any of other denominations in the place; and any circumetances 
their cace to illustrate the necessity of their application. 


FOR TWO ON MORE CHURCHES. 


If the labors of the minister are to be divided between two or mors churches, in 
formation as above, respecting each one is necessary. 


FOR 4 VILLAGE ON SETTLEMENT. 


